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Biofuelwatch Deadline 3 comments on Written Representations

Comments on submissions by The Environment Agency

● We echo the EA’s concerns (REP2-076) about the lack of a watercourse pollution
prevention plan, including a contingency plan in case of an accident/pollution incident.

● In section F.R.W 1.3 of the Environment Agency’s Responses to the Examining
Authority’s written questions (ExQ1), we are concerned that the Environment Agency
agrees with the applicant’s assertion that an earth embankment separating the habitat of
great crested newts (GCN) would be likely to protect the great crested newts from
harmful impacts during the construction of the proposed development.

● According to the Government’s ‘standing advice’ for great crested newts as provided by
Natural England ( ), Great Crested Newts are listed as rare
and most threatened species under Section 41 of the Natural Environment and Rural
Communities Act (2006) and ‘It is also an offence under the Wildlife and Countryside Act
1981 to intentionally or recklessly disturb GCN while they occupy a structure or place
used for shelter or protection’ or ‘obstruct access to a place of shelter or protection’.

● The Government’s advice for great crested newts concludes that developments would
normally have a high impact on breeding ponds and terrestrial habitat within 50m of
these ponds. Fragmentation of great crested newt habitat is also predicted to have a
high impact on the species.

● Meanwhile, developments are expected to have a high to medium impact on
non-breeding ponds occupied by great crested newts and on terrestrial habitat 50-250
metres surrounding non-breeding ponds. Even ‘partial or temporary destruction or
change to the habitat’ is predicted to have a medium impact on great crested newts.

Comments on Natural England REP2-085 Deadline 2 Submission - Written Representation and
Responses to the Examining Authority’s written questions (ExQ1)

● We share Natural England’s continuing concerns (2.1.2: )
about the impacts on internationally and nationally designated sites during the
construction phases, including the impacts on wildlife from the loss of or disturbance to
functionally linked land.

● These sites include the Lower Derwent Valley Special Area of Conservation (SAC),
Lower Derwent Valley Ramsar, the Humber Estuary Special Area of Conservation
(SAC), the Humber Estuary Special Protection Area (SPA), the Humber Estuary Ramsar,
the River Derwent Special Area of Conservation (SAC), Skipwith Common Special Area
of Conservation (SAC) and Thorne Moor Special Area of Conservation (SAC).






